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Elements de la TMorie des Probability. By Emile Borel. 
(Paris: A. Hermann et Fils, 1909. Pp. vii, 191. 6 fr.) 

The increasing importance of this branch of mathematics in 
problems of physics, biology and economics justifies the publica- 
tion of this compact exposition of certain phases of the theory of 
probabilities. The book, however, is not a systematic treatise. 
It is intended simply to set forth by means of well-chosen and 
sometimes interesting illustrations some of the essential results and 
main methods involved, eliminating the technical discussions and 
features which are not essential to a comprehension of the subject. 

The three sections of the book are devoted respectively to Dis- 
continuous Probabilities, Continuous or Geometrical Probabilities, 
and Probability of Causes. Problems of the first group are illus- 
trated by the familiar examples of tossing "heads" or "tails" with 
a coin, and of drawingwhite or black balls from an urn. For example : 
Are the chances of winning better by betting that "heads" will 
come at least five times out of seven tosses, or by betting that 
"heads" will come at least six times out of nine tosses? An urn 
contains n balls, of which number a are white; if three balls are 
drawn out successively, what are the chances that all three will 
be white? 

The following are the most important chapters of the book: 

Formulae of Approximation; the Law of Large Numbers and 
the Law of Variability; Statistical Probabilities; and The De- 
termination of Causes. The fifty problems which the book contains 
are designed to make clear the established formulae connected 
with these subjects. 

C. W. A. V. 

Yale University. 



Essais de Statistique Morale. TI. Le Divorce et la Separation de 
Corps. By Camille Jacquart. (Brussels: A. Dewit, 
1909. Pp. 165.) 

The author of this treatise has given us a scientific statistical 
essay on divorce. The work is valuable not only for its skillful 
presentation and analysis of the official statistics of Belgium but 
also for its wise selection and use of the statistics of other countries. 
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Without dwelling on divorce as an evil, the writer seeks to show 
calmly just what the conditions are and what factors have given 
rise to them. His work therefore is to be classed with the essays 
on the same subject by Bertillon and Willcox. 

The book is divided into two parts, the first concerning divorce 
in Belgium and the second concerning divorce in other countries. 
The first part begins with a study of the official statistics of Bel- 
gium, showing the growth of divorce, its geographic distribution, 
and the tendency towards a higher rate in the cities than in 
country districts. It also considers the cause of divorce, the 
age of the parties, the duration of the marriage, and the condi- 
tion of the family as to children. In general, the conclusions 
reached are in accordance with those of other investigators. 
The method of treatment is excellent. 

The second chapter of part I takes up certain social factors 
affecting divorce, namely, legislation and the political parties; 
the influence of the density of population, especially of urban 
concentration; the relation between divorce, suicide, and a low 
birth rate; and the relation between divorce and the economic 
condition of the country. In the treatment of the relation of the 
political parties to divorce the author seeks to refute Karl Hugel- 
mann's novel theory that the increase in divorce in Belgium is the 
result of the political activity of the liberal Anti-Catholic party. 

The first chapter on divorce in foreign countries is perhaps of 
more general interest than any other part of the essay. It takes 
up the frequency of divorce; the comparison of this frequency 
with that of suicide; the later life of divorced persons; the occupa- 
tions and social positions of the persons divorced; the influence 
of religion; the party securing the divorce, and the cause; the 
ages of the parties; the duration of marriage; the condition as to 
children; and the effect of urban concentration. The author 
gathers the foreign statistics bearing on each of these subjects. 
The section on the age of the parties is particularly interesting, 
lending statistical proof to the general belief that approximate 
equality of ages is a guarantee of stability of the union, — except 
when the two parties are very young — and that a marked dif- 
ference in the ages is comparatively dangerous, especially when 
the woman is older than the man. 

The final chapter takes up in turn several foreign countries 
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and in each case discusses the salient points in regard to divorce. 
It does not attempt to give a digest of the laws, nor does it give 
the statistics in nearly so much detail as they are to be found in 
the latest report of the Bureau of the Census. The statistics 
are, however, more thoroughly digested. 
The work is skillfully executed and is well worth reading. 

Lewis Meriam. 
Bureau of the Census, Washington, D. C. 

How 200 Children Live and Learn. By Rudolph R. Reeder. 
(New York: Charities Publication Committee, 1910. $1.25.) 

This book is a most valuable contribution to what may be called 
the pedagogy of modern child-caring work. Dr. Reeder, who is 
Superintendent of the New York Orphanage at Hastings-on-the- 
Hudson, has had a splendid pedagogical training and considerable 
experience in school administration. With such an educational 
equipment, he was well prepared to undertake the work of setting 
higher standards and ideals for the profession. 

The book is divided into nine chapters covering many problems 
of vital interest and importance in the care of children in institu- 
tions. 

Dr. Reeder's ideas on the dietary and on food interests for chil- 
dren will not appeal to certain superintendents and trustees who 
measure the success of their institutions by a minimum per capita 
expense per child. But progressive men and women engaged in 
child-caring work will be grateful to the author for the concrete 
and definite way in which he shows the relation of an intelligent 
method of distributing nutritive values to weight and height 
averages of children who live in institutions. Dr. Reeder em- 
phasizes the value of environment and play and, in the chapters 
on economic and industrial training, he shows to what extent 
character may be developed by the participation of the child in 
every phase of home industry, also what bearing such participation 
may have upon the future vocation of the child. The author shows 
that the growing child, if he is to become a useful member of our 
modern industrial society, must possess a wage-earning experience 
and must have a knowledge of economic values. 



